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2010 Vancouver Commandery Investiture 

Summer 2010 

Letter from Commander Robert Trowbridge 

The summer season 
is a wonderful time 

to relax, refresh and 

regenerate. I hope 
you all had an op-

portunity to renew 

ties with family and 
friends during the 

past few weeks. Once again, our 
June 19th Investiture and Gala pro-

vided an opportunity for our Com-

mandery to show case the many tal-
ents of our members. The very well 

prepared and always dramatic cere-

mony was once again a truly  im-
pressive  occasion. The seamless 

program was a result of exceptional 
planning and attention to detail by all 

involved and a thank-you goes out to 

Dame Drinda Scott, DJSJ, Dame 
Anne Rowland, Chev. Chuck van der 

Lee and Chev. Richard Earthy, 

KGSJ. 

To those Knights and Dames who 

were the recipients of promotions this 
year, I commend you on your contribu-

tions to our Commandery and to all mem-

bers, thanks for all you do throughout the 

year in the name of the Order. 

Our Membership Committee presented a 

first class group of Aspirants and I know 
the talents and enthusiasm of the new 

members will bode well for the future of 
our organization as we continue our 

growth and set a standard for other Com-

manderies to follow.  I encourage all new 
members to study the history of our organ-

ization and to attend our functions 

throughout the year as a means of meeting 
the many wonderful people who have 

come before you. To the Knights and 
Dames, I challenge you to seek out pro-

spective members and present them to our 

Membership Chair, Dame Karen Baker-
MacGrotty for consideration by her com-

mittee. 

Internationally, nationally and locally, we 

are excited by the positive moves that are 

occurring. The upcoming meeting of the 
Sovereign Council in Budapest in Sep-

tember will herald a Reunification into 

one Order of the Orders that that have 
worked together within the Alliance 

since June 2000. Additional information 

on this important process is detailed 
later in the newsletter. Nationally we 

were pleased to see he rejuvenation of 
the Toronto Commandery; we commend 

them for their hard work and wish them 

all the best in the future. Locally we are 
pleased with the progress that has been 

made on our Hospice project and I offer 

my congratulations to the people that 

have brought that project so far. 

We have had a busy year and, from the 

events listed on the horizon, the coming 

year looks to be challenging as well. 

Yours in St. John, 

Robert Trowbridge KJSJ 

Commander 

The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

A very successful Investiture and Gala was held Saturday, June 19, 2010.  More photos and stories inside this issue. 

 



 

 2 

The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

The 2010 Investiture 

On June 19 the ceremony of  Investiture took place in Christ 

Church Cathedral in Vancouver with H. E. Lt Grand Master David 
Rolfe, GCSJ, MMSJ officiating  together with The Very Reverend 

Peter Elliott, KJSJ. 

The procession entered the Cathedral singing ñOnward Christian 
Soldiersò accompanied by the Cathedral Choir.  Before the       

Investiture of the Aspirants, promotions of Members of the       

Vancouver, Victoria, and Toronto were promulgated. 

Dame of Grace 

Dame Alanna Therese Donahue 

Dame Lynda-May K. OôBrien 

Dame Dr. Robyn Patricia Woodward 
 

Knight of Grace 

Chevalier Dr. Gordon Keith Chambers 

Chevalier Harold Edward Charters 

Chevalier Dr. David Francis Hardwick 

Chevalier Peter John Jennings 

Chevalier Christopher John Kirkpatrick-Richardson 

Chevalier Barry Scott 

Chevalier William Daniel Tidball 
 

Knight Commander of Grace 

Chevalier Ron Dumouchelle 

Chevalier Richard D. Earthy 

Chevalier Peter M. Kains 

Chevalier David J. R. Petitpierre 

Chevalier Alan Frederick Wolrige 
 

Knight of Justice 

Chevalier Robin A. W. Elliott 

Chevalier John W. Norton 

Chevalier Ian Reid 
 

Dame Commander of Justice 

Dame Margaret Ann Rolfe 
 

Knight Inducted as Commander, Toronto Commandery: 

Chevalier John L. Rogers, KCSJ 

 

Promotion of Knights Commander of Grace 

Dame Commander of Justice, Margaret Ann Rolfe and 

H. E. Lt Grand Master David Rolfe, GCSJ, MMSJ 

Induction of  Toronto Commander John L. Rogers, 
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Meet your new Knights and Dames  

 

The following is a brief  introduction for each Knight and Dame of the Vancouver Commandery for 2010  

 

 

 

 

The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

Matthew Shaun Casey, M.Sc.Pl., B.A.Hons., has spent his professional career as a 

real estate professional for the past 20 years in the fields of development, property 

management and urban planning. He has participated for many years as an active 

volunteer on various committees for his parish church and also on the parent/

teacher association for the elementary school, which his children attend.  Actively 

involved in federal politics and real estate associations, Matthew and his wife Linda 

have lived in Vancouver for the last 18 years with their two children, Erin and 

Liam. 

Gregory Edward DôAvignon, B.A. is husband to Anna, father of two, and active 

community leader with over 25 years of success in the business and political    

community within Canada.  Greg is currently the President of Canadaôs National 

Brewers-Western Region. As a committed volunteer he has served Premiers and 

Prime Ministers and other candidates that are making a difference in society and 

has served his community as the Chair of the Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation 

BC /Yukon Chapter & Director on the National Board, the Special Olympics 

Sports Celebrities Festival, and the Western Canadian Pediatric Aids Society. He 

is also active in his community serving on local  amateur sports boards and as a 

little league baseball, hockey and soccer coach.  

Christopher Gaze, DFA, DLITT, is best known as Artistic Director of             

Vancouver's Bard on the Beach Shakespeare Festival.  Christopher, his wife     

Jennifer and their five children moved to Vancouver in 1983 and in 1990 founded 

Bard on the Beach. Christopher's voice is heard regularly in cartoon   series, com-

mercials and on the radio. He also hosts Vancouver Symphony's popular Tea & 

Trumpets series and their annual Christmas concerts. His many honours include 

induction into the BC Entertainment Hall of Fame, Canada's Meritorious Service 

Medal, Honorary Doctorates from UBC & SFU, the BC    Community Achieve-

ment Award, the Gold Medallion from the Children's Theatre Foundation of 

America, and a Jessie Award for Best Supporting Actor for his   performance in 

Equus at The Playhouse.  
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The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

Anthony John Hepworth, B.Sc. (Cape Town), DIC (London), Ph.D. 

(Calgary)  Born in Yorkshire, England, his family emigrated to Rhodesia in 

1951 and Tony arrived in Canada in the late ó60s to do his Doctorate Degree 

in Civil Engineering.  His first professional position was as a Senior Project 

Consultant conducting design work for one of the highest dams in the world 

in Columbia, a hydro electric power station in Thailand, the development of 

offshore drilling rigs for the Canadian Arctic, and the evaluation of alterna-

tive power generation options for developing countries.  In 1980 he co-

founded Pennyfarthing Development Corporation and is currently President 

& CEO. Tony served as a board member of York House School for six 

years as well as Chairing the Building Committee.  He has served as Direc-

tor of the Urban Development Institute.  An avid golfer and fisherman and 

former heliskiier, Tony and his wife Linda take great pleasure in their two 

children, Allison and Geoffrey. 

Wendy Allison King, MBA (Berkeley, Calif.), LLM (London, England), 

LLB (UBC), BA  

Wendy, wife to Dr. Casey Manarey and mother of 3 children aged 1-3 years, 

is a lawyer called to the bars of both British Columbia and Washington State 

and is currently Senior Legal Counsel at Weyerhaeuser Company Limited. 

Active as a volunteer in the community for several not-for-profit, and charity 

boards Wendy currently serves as Corporate Director for Via Rail Ltd.; 

Director, Ballet BC; Director, The Endeavour for the Benefit of Arts, Sci-

ences, and Health Society; Director, The Summit Foundation; and Director, 

The Highbury Foundation. Previously, she has served on several boards 

including, the U.B.C. Board of Governors, the Vancouver Club Board of 

Directors, The Pacific Club, and the U.B.C. Senate. Wendy is President of 

the B.C. Bar Associationôs Corporate Counsel Section and has served as an 

elected member of the B.C. Bar Associationôs Provincial Counsel.  She is a 

Certified Corporate Director through the Institute of Corporate Directors.   

Astrid Maria Levelt, MSc, (Maryland), BA (UBC) currently works as a 

consultant in public and private healthcare.  She has extensive health ad-

ministration experience in leading and managing healthcare initiatives 

which unite healthcare professionals around defined system needs. Astrid 

is the founder, former chair and director of Dress for Success Vancouver, a 

non-profit organization that promotes the economic independence of wom-

en by providing professional attire, a support network, and career develop-

ment tools to assist women in work and in life. She is also a Board Direc-

tor of Dress for Success Worldwide (New York).  Astrid and husband, 

Rick Littler enjoy spending time at their home on Deering Island in Van-

couver, and their second home in Prince George, BC. 
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The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

 

John William Duncan Rose, B.A. (Economics) is President and CEO of 

Nuheat Industries Limited, a BC based Manufacturer/Exporter of electric 

radiant floor-warming systems.  For the past 12 years, John has led Nuheat 

to achieve prestigious acknowledgment as one of Canadaôs 50 Best Man-

aged Companies, one of BC Best Places to Work, as well as a Cultural Di-

versity Award. John and his family recently sponsored one of his employ-

ees, Wesley Kosa, to return back to his native country of Sudan to oversee 

the building of a well for his village in Singo. The proceeds of the chil-

drenôs book currently being written on this initiative will be used to contin-

ue to support Wesleyôs village. John was the Rectorôs Warden at St. Chris-

topherôs Church. In keeping with Johnôs philosophy of giving back to the 

community he joined the Board of Canuck Place Childrenôs Hospice in 

September 2008 and is currently the 2010 Chairman of the Board. John is  

married to Susan and together they have three children, twins David and  

Michael age 21 and a daughter Elizabeth age 19. 

C. Scott M. Shepherd, MBA, B.A.(Hons.), CITP is President and founding 

director of NORTHSTAR Trade Finance Inc., which promotes and supports 

small and medium sized exporters in Canada.  Scott currently serves on a 

number of Canadian Boards. He is the Chair, BC Provincial Committee, 

Canadian Armed Forces Liaison Council; Governor, Dalhousie University; 

Honourary Consul of Uruguay for British Columbia and Alberta; National 

Arts Centre Foundation BC Strategy Council Member; Director and Chair 

of Audit Committee, Ridley Terminals, a Federal Crown Corporation ap-

pointed May 2008; Honourary President for British Columbia and Yukon 

St. John Ambulance Brigade. He has been the former Governor of BC Insti-

tute for Studies in International Trade and York House School, as well as a 

former Director of Canadian Manufacturers & Exporters; Richmond Hospi-

tal Foundation, MDS Aero Support Corporation; and Pender Financial 

Group Corp.  Scott is married to Carolyn, a pharmacist and they have two 

children, Carter and Julia who are both at university . 

 

Shirley Rose Edith Stocker has been one of Canadaôs preeminent talk ra-

dio producers and on-air broadcaster whose career over five decades has 

embraced radio and television programs in Ottawa and Vancouver. In 1998 

she assumed the role of Executive Director of the CKNW Orphansô Fund.  

Shirley is also a founder & National Director of Crime stoppers.  She is 

Chair, Governor Generalôs, ñFamous Five-Personsò annual awards Selec-

tion Committee; Director, BCAAôs Traffic Safety Foundation; Member of 

the Inquiry Committee of the College of Chiropractors; and Member, Varie-

ty ï The Childrenôs Charity, & Show of Hearts Telethon.  Shirley has re-

ceived the YWCA Woman of Distinction - Communications, Vancouver; 

Community Service Award ï Armenian Community ï Richmond BC;  

Barker of the Year - Variety ïThe Childrenôs Charity; ñBroadcaster of the 

Yearò British Columbia Association of Broadcasters; Crime Stoppers Inter-

national ñCrime Stopper of the Yearò. Widowed, Shirley is the proud moth-

er of three  children, four grandchildren  & a great grandson.   
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2010 Investiture (Continued) 

 

 

 

 

The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

                                                 The Aspirants take their vows 

                The 2010 Vancouver and Toronto Aspirants with  Lt. Grand Master David Rolfe  


