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A Time to Build Up 

Summer 2012 

Letter from Commander 

Greetings to all : 

The smiling faces in the above photo say 

it all. The final permits and approvals are 

complete, fundraising is near completion 

and the construction of the new St. John 

Hospice at UBC has begun. 

 

Members of the Commandery are very 

proud of the dedicated work of members 

who have given so much personal time to 

see this project through to this important 

phase. We will continue to follow the 

progress through the newsletter and our 

website as the construction proceeds. 

 

 The Annual General Meeting was held 

on April 29th and I am encouraged by 

the make up of the Board I will be 

working with in the incoming year. In 

addition to new members moving up 

into Director positions, many Directors 

are staying on for another year which 

gives continuity to  ongoing programs 

and particularly our Strategic Planning 

process.  

 

I encourage all members to get involved 

with one or more of our committees and 

find out just what the inner workings of 

our busy very Commandery are all 

about. 

The full report and photos of our 2012 

Investiture will be the focus of our 

next newsletter  but I am pleased to 

report that the nine new members we 

have brought into the Order are top 

quality individuals with valuable ties 

to the community and bring many 

assets to our Commandery. 

 

I look forward seeing many of you at 

the Sovereign Council Meeting next 

month in San Francisco where we will 

celebrate 100 years of the Sovereign 

Order in the Americas. 

 

Thanks for all you do throughout the 

year in the name of the Order. 

   Yours in St. John, 

Richard Earthy, KJSJ 

Commander 

The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

Commander Richard D. Earthy KJSJ, Chevalier Ian Reid KJSJ,MMSJ, Chevalier Poul Hansen KCJSJ, MMSJ , 

Chevalier Ken Mahon KCJSJ,MMSJ Chevalier John Norton KJSJ, MMSJ . 

May 24th.2012 was an historic occasion for the Vancouver Commandery as  members dedicated the site for the St. 

John Hospice at UBC. The shovels went in the ground and construction has begun. Story in this issue. 
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The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

 
 

You are encouraged to attend the Educational and 
Social Activities of the Commandery. There are 
many opportunities for our members to become 
involved  in the rewarding work of the Vancouver 
Commandery 

 
___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 

September 20-23  2012 Sovereign Council Meeting 

Celebration:   

100th Anniversary of Order in the Americas 

 San Francisco, California 

 

 

Annual Christmas Luncheon  December 2012 

Date and Location yet to be announced 

 

 

 March 13th -  2013  

900th Anniversary Celebration of the 

 Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem,  

 Knights Hospitaller 

 

June 8th 2013 –Vancouver Commandery Investiture  

Christ Church Cathedral—5 P.M. 

Annual Gala to follow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates To Remember       Member News 

Chevalier Petitpierre Awarded Jubilee Medal 

Chevalier David Petitpierre KJSJ, sporting the 

official Commonwealth tie, was awarded the 

Queens Diamond Jubilee Medal  presented by the 

Lt. Governor for his work with the Common-

wealth. 

We have been advised that other members of the 

Vancouver Commandery are to be presented with 

the Diamond Jubilee Medal . Congratulations to 

all and please send along any presentation photos 

for inclusion in future newsletters. 

Chevalier Jack McGee Retires From 

JIBC 

After more that 11 years as President of the 

Justice Institute of British Columbia 

(JIBC). Chevalier Jack McGee, KSJ has 

announced his retirement. President 

McGee has informed the JIBC Board of 

Governors of his intention to retire and 

will continue to serve until a successor is 

named and the transition is complete no 

later than September 30th. 2012. 
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The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

2012 BC Hospice and Palliative Care Awards 

I am pleased to announce that this year, three $5000.00  Order of St. John Awards were presented at the an-

nual BC Hospice and Palliative Care Association dinner. Each Year, we are pleased to review the many ap-

plications we receive and this year, our awards went to the Castlegar Hospice Society, Burnaby Hospice 

Society and the BC Hospice and Palliative Care Association. 

Yours in St. John, 

Chevalier Ron Dumouchelle, KJSJ, Chair 

 

The BCHPCA and Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem Awards Recognize Enhanced 

End-of-Life Care for British Columbians 

Purpose: 

This special initiative is funded annually by the Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller and 

administered by the BC Hospice Palliative Care Association. 

Eligibility: 

The Awards are intended to enhance care to both patients and families receiving end-of-life care and bereavement 

support. The grants are not intended to cover administrative or infrastructure costs. 

Program members of BCHPCA who are in good standing may apply for this Award. 

Grants are valued at $5,000. 

To apply for these Awards, please submit a 2-3 page letter of intent outlining the following: 

 the objectives and activities of the planned initiative; 

 a project budget; 

 the proposed target audience; 

 a description of how the target audience will benefit from the proposed initiative; 

 an outline of how the proposed project’s success will be evaluated. 

 timeline for the project, which must be completed within the fiscal year 

Please submit your Letter of Application to BC Hospice Palliative Care Association, Suite 1100-1200 West 73rd 

Avenue, Vancouver B.C. V6P 6G5. Fax the materials to 604-267-7026. Or email  to office@bchpca.org 

Nominations for 2012 are now closed. A call for 2013 nominations will be announced in January, 2013. 

There is no poverty in the world today greater than the poverty of being alone – feeling unloved, unwanted, lacking any 

human touch. 

~Mother Teresa 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@bchpca.org
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The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hospice Site Dedication 

Site Dedication for New St. John Hospice at UBC Vancouver  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Construction has for St. John Hospice, a new comprehensive palliative care facility in Vancouver  

to provide 15 bedrooms for individuals in need.  

 

Over five years ago, the Order of St. John Palliative Care Foundation identified the need for a hospice on the west 

side of Vancouver and assembled the participants and funding that made this project possible.  

The foundation has raised approximately $4.5 million for the project. Through their fundraising campaign, they have 

successfully brought in a number of partners to help make the hospice a reality:  

 

$3.5 million in private donations from individuals.  

The Province will contribute $1 million toward the capital costs.  

The University of British Columbia provided the land for this project and supported the planning process.  

The Order of St. John Palliative Care Foundation will build and furnish St. John Hospice.  

Vancouver Coastal Health will provide annual operational funding of approximately $1.6 million and manage the site 

upon building completion.  

 

St. John Hospice is located at 6389 Stadium Rd. on UBC’s Vancouver campus, immediately across from the UBC 

Botanical Garden and Thunderbird Stadium. The two-storey wood-frame building will have 15 fully furnished ensuite 

bedrooms. The facility will also provide communal living and dining space, a family room, a garden courtyard and a 

quiet room for residents and their families.  

St. John Hospice is scheduled for completion in the fall of 2013.  

 

Quote:  

Premier Christy Clark -  
“I want to thank the Order of St. John Palliative Care Foundation for all their work in bringing this hospice to our 

community. Our government is pleased to contribute to this facility and help create a place where people and their 

families can receive compassionate care.”  
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The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hospice Site Dedication 

Colin Hansen, MLA for Vancouver-Quilchena –  
“It is important to have hospice care facilities that pro-

vide both the physical and emotional care that individu-

als and families require during times of need. St. John 

Hospice will directly address this demand, providing 

critical care, services and supports for individuals in our 

community approaching their final stages of life.”  

John Norton, chair, Order of St. 
John Palliative Care Foundation 

Stephen Owen, Vice President, UBC 
“The St. John Hospice will soon become an inte-

gral part of the UBC campus on Point Grey, not 

only because of the essential end-of-life services 

it will provide for families, but also because of 

the role it will play in education and research for 

the faculty of medicine and other UBC health 

programs."  

Mary Ackenhusen, COO  

Vancouver Coastal Health  

“St. John Hospice will establish a 

much-needed palliative care facility 

on Vancouver’s west side. This build-

ing will connect residents with a life-

threatening illness with the highest 

level of quality care for symptoms 

management in a home-like setting, 

supporting them during these difficult 

times.”  
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The Annual General Meeting of Members (the “Meeting”) of the Society was held at the Evergreen Room, Shaughnessy 

Golf and Country Club, 4300 S.W. Marine Drive, Vancouver, B.C. on April 19, 2012 at 5:30 p.m.  

The Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting held on April 21, 2011 were approved and the financial statements of 

the Society for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2011 were received considered and approved. 

Wolrige Mahon LLP were re-approved as Review Accountants of the Society for the ensuing year and were authorized 

by the Directors to fix their remuneration; 

Twelve (12) Directors to serve until the 2013 Annual General Meeting of Members, or until their successors are elected 

or appointed. The Directors are as follows: 

 

Secretary -  Chevalier John Jennings KGSJ 

Almoner - Chevalier Ron Dumochelle KJSJ 

Events & Social - Dame Anna Nyarady DGSJ 

Receiver General - Chevalier Robin Elliott  KCJSJ 

Herald (Communications) – Chevalier Jim McGregor KGSJ 

Hospitaller - Dame Susan Dickson DJSJ 

Marshal  - Chevalier Dennis Magrega KGSJ 

Membership - Chevalier Dan Tidball KGSJ 

Foundation - Chevalier John Norton  KJSJ,MMSJ 

Hospice Capital Project - Chevalier Ken Mahon KCJSJ,MMSJ 

Public Communications – Chevalier Peter Hebb KJSJ 

Director At Large - Chevalier Ian Reid KJSJ,MMSJ 

 

                                                                                                                    

The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

Annual General Meeting 

“We had a great turnout for our 2012 AGM. The affairs of the 

Vancouver Commandery are in good order and I look forward to 

working  with the new board in the upcoming year.” 

Elected Vancouver Commander, President of the Society:            

Chevalier Richard D. Earthy, KJSJ 

Dame Anna Nyarady, DGSJ takes 

over Events and Social from Dame 

Anne Rowland, DGSJ 
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The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

 

Annual General Meeting Dinner 

First Work, then 

Play! Good times, 

Good friends,         

Great dinner ! 
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Website Under Construction 

We are upgrading and redesigning our website to facilitate 

easier navigation. Our  present Vancouver Commandery site 

is found at www.sosjvancouver.org.  

Once we have reformatted, we will be looking for ideas and 

help to restructure our site so please stay tuned for our calls 

for those of you with web site expertise. 

The SOSJ International site is  the model we will be using. It 

is located at www.sosjinternational.org.  

We will soon be adding links to other sites to provide  all the 

members access to other Commandery’s activities. 

 

 

The Sovereign Order of  St. John of  Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller 

Vancouver Commandery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Newsletter Submissions 

We encourage you to forward any items for the good 

of the Order. If you have any information to submit 

contact me directly at nine-1@shaw.ca or send it via 

Administrative Assistant Gail Dunn at : 

            admin@sosjvancouver.org. 

Thanks to all who have submitted articles or photos 

for this issue. 

Yours in St. John, 

Chevalier Jim McGregor KGSJ 

Herald and Editor 

 

    Hospice Construction Progress 

Once the sod was turned, the heavy equipment moved in and the foundation for the structure was laid. We 

will continue posting progress photos, supplied by the Project Manager, as the structure takes shape. 


