The Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller
Vancouver Commandery
SUMMER 2017

The Vancouver Commandery of Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller held our
annual Investiture Service on Saturday June 10 h, 2017 at Christ Church Cathedral. We welcomed eight new
members to our Commandery.

At our annual AGM Held at the Shaughnessy Golf and Country Club, in conjunction with the Spring Town Hall meeting.
New Directors were sworn in and the outgoing Directors were recognized for their
service.
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EVENT CALENDAR 2017 - 2018
ORDER OF ST. JOHN - VANCOUVER COMMANDERY

DIRECTOR’S MEETING

DATE
November 29th.

CHRISTMAS LUNCH— Vancouver Yacht Club

Wed. Dec. 6th. 2017

DIRECTOR’S MEETING
DIRECTOR’S MEETING - note Wednesday

January 31st 2018
March. 28th. 2018

4:00 PM
4:00 PM

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING—Shaughnessy G&CC
DIRECTOR’S MEETING
2018 INVESTITURE AND GALA

April 25th. 2018
Wed. May 30th 2018
June 9th. 2018

6:00 PM
4:00 PM
5:00 PM

EVENT

.

TIME
4:00 PM

11:45 AM

SAVE THE DATE:

October 12, 2017 – “Discussion on End of Life Care and Options”
Speaker:

Dr. Doris Barwich,

Executive Director of the BC Centre for Palliative Care
Location:

St. Mary’s Church, 2490 West 37th (at Larch), Vancouver

6:30 PM

coffee, tea and cookies

7:00 PM

Presentation

RSVP to Heather Hamilton (h.hamilton@shaw.ca)
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Message From the Commander

With summer now behind us, the Board of the Vancouver Commandery and our Committees are revitalized and focused on the months ahead.
September through June are our most active and productive months and the 2017/18 season will be no exception!
The Strategic Planning Committee has completed the task of evaluating and rewriting a draft of the strategic plan. As
explained to members last month, the strategic plan will be presented in a power point presentation towards the end of
this year. I would like for every member to attend the presentation so that we may have your feedback on the future
direction of our Commandery. As a result of the strategic plan, we have made some minor changes to the Board structure which include the addition of two new positions which include the Fundraising Committee and Solicitor General
(Governance) Committee. The Marshal Committee and the Member Engagement Committee have become Subcommittees of the Events and Social Committee with the Chair of the Marshal Committee still holding a Director position.
The Member Engagement Committee Chair will continue as a Director on the Board as Co-Chair of the Events and
Social Committee.
I am hoping that you all received the Skills Assessment Survey for members and I ask that you please fill this out as
quickly as possible and return it to Gail. Our strategic planning process has revealed many new opportunities/to engage members so we need your feedback and expertise!
Looking back to June, the Investiture weekend was flawless, well attended and wonderfully executed by our Marshal
and his Committee and the Events and Social Committee. Thank you to all who helped to make this such a successful
celebration and a very warm welcome to our new Knights and Dames. On September 26 th our Social Committee held
a “dinner social”. The turn out was good and the wonderful family style dinner made for a special evening. We plan to
offer three more of these evenings (winter, spring, summer), so do consider attending as they are a great way to get to
know your fellow members. On October 21 st an educational evening is being offered to members with guest speaker
Doris Barwich, Executive Director of the BC Centre for Palliative Care. This evening will discuss the current climate
of Palliative Care in our province including MAID (Medical Assistance in Dying). I encourage you to attend as this is
an excellent opportunity for you to learn, understand and gain context with respect to palliative care and the impacts
that we can have as an organization in the palliative care arena.
I was very sad to hear about the death of Dame Dewey Parker, DCSJ. Dame Parker was a vibrant member of the Vancouver Commandery and will be missed by us all. A memorial to Dame Parker is included in this issue.
Yours in St. John,
Commander Anne Rowland, DJSJ, MMSJ
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2017 Investiture

The Vancouver Commandery of Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller held our annual Investiture Service on Saturday June 10 h, 2017 at Christ Church Cathedral.
The Processional entered the Church with the Christ Church Cathedral Choir singing All Things Bright and
Beautiful and we were greeted by the late afternoon Vancouver sun streaming through the beautiful stained
glass windows.
The Ceremony was officiated by HE Conventual Bailiff Grand Marshal William Douglas Stein GCSJ, H.E.
Bailiff Prior Richard D. Earthy, GCSJ, Prior of Canada, Vancouver Commander Anne Rowland, DJSJ, MMSJ.
The Officiants were Chevalier The Very Reverend Peter G. Elliot, KJSJ, and Chevalier The Venerable William
John Bailey, KSJ. The Ceremony was organized by Marshal Chevalier Sir John Cave-Browne-Cave, Bt., KJSJ
and his Deputy Marshals, Chevalier Les Jickling, KGSJ, and Dame Teresa Mitchell-Banks, DGSJ.

PROMOTIONS
Knight or Dame of Grace and Recipients of
the Founder’s Medal

Knight Commander of Grace

Chevalier Frank A. Anfield

Commander Stewart Johnston
(Victoria Commandery)

Dame Linda D. Annis

Commander Daryl Rock (Ontario Commandery )

Chevalier Sergio Cocchia
Chevalier Terence M. Holland

Knight or Dame of Justice

Dame Wendy Lisogar-Cocchia

Chevalier Sir John R. C. Cave-Browne-Cave

Chevalier Douglas MacAdams

Chevalier John L. Rogers

Dame Melanie Rock (Ontario Commandery)
Dame Susan E. Scott Gabe

Introduction Of Senator
Senator William H. Clarke, KCJCJ, MMSJ
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Meet Your New Knights and Dames

Vahe Agop Agopian - Vahe (Steve) is making the Order a family affair as he joins his wife
Clara (2016) as a member. Vahe and Clara have raised three children and are joint owners of a
well-known and successful business in Vancouver. In addition to being a family man and a
business owner, Vahe has since a young age dedicated his spare time to public service, a passion which is even embodied in his business.
At the age of 18 Vahe volunteered for military service to protect the minority Armenian population during the civil war in Lebanon. He is still very much involved in supporting the Armenian people and those suffering from persecution and disaster. He currently serves as Cochairperson of the Armenian National Committee of Canada Western Region. This organization led the Western Canadian relief effort during the devastating 1988 Armenian earthquake
and insured aid was administered directly to the victims of the disaster.
From 2004 to 2006 Vahe was influential in persuading the federal and provincial legislatures to
officially recognize the Armenian genocide. He also created and now leads the Sponsorship
Agreement Holder Initiative of the Armenian Apostolic Church of BC which so far has helped
110 Syrian refugees to settle in BC, all without social assistance. In addition, he has volunteered as a mentor for Forum for Women Entrepreneurs. Through their business, he and Clara
support numerous charities including, to name a few, SUCCESS foundation, BC Children’s
Hospital, Pacific Autism Centre and many more.

Jennifer Brunsdale Clarke—A senior leader with broad experience in complex organizations
and leadership roles in developing real estate, municipal and transportation infrastructure, and
with expertise in capital planning, project management, government relations and regulatory
matters, governance, human resources, communications and social license.
Jennifer has served on multiple boards for over thirty years. She currently serves on the Prince
Rupert Port Authority Board dedicated to driving the infrastructure development strategy of
Canada’s closest port to Asia while also developing an integrated corporate social responsibility
to aboriginal relations and human resource programs. Jennifer also has a commitment to Canadians mental health and currently serves on the Coast Mental Health Society board, a provincially funded not for profit that is the largest provider of mental health services and housing in
BC delivering services to 4000 clients and managed housing for 1250 clients.
In addition to harnessing the power of corporate social responsibility, Jennifer has run for government, served on multiple City of Vancouver committees and participated in numerous
groups involved in community service. However, there is more to Jennifer than boards and
governance. She also holds a certificate in theology, has a Master’s degree in journalism, and is
a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts.
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2017 New Knights and Dames
Dean Duperron - Born in the small town of Cold Lake, Alberta, Dean has become a wellknown and award winning business leader in B.C. His career is inspirational to those who
have suffered or are suffering financial hardship. He has overcome homelessness by working multiple jobs to survive to eventual success both in the corporate world and community
service. Dean has developed a personal philosophy of achieving success; through surrounding himself with the best talent possible in whatever field he is working in, believing the
answer to anything is to ask the right questions, and “Do Cool” by doing something that is
unique, special and meaningful and that ‘amazing’ is within our grasp.
Dean is passionate about education and housing. He has over thirty years’ experience in the
education industry overseeing a global network of campuses emphasizing the cohesiveness
between academic and vocational disciplines. Dean created and owns Sprott- Shaw Community College. Through personal drive, dedication and leadership, Dean has lead the college from a single campus, offering only one course, to a multinational organization that
now boasts 25 campuses and over 140 courses in programs ranging from Trades certification, Healthcare, Business, and Tourism Diplomas, as well as Academic Degrees.
Dean also runs a morally based but sustainable business dedicated to providing affordable
rental housing to dozens of low income individuals and families. He has also dedicated
enormous time to improving the health, education, and providing opportunity to First Nations students, Metis and very many other good causes including, the United Way, palliative care, and many more. He and his family have funnelled their personal success into the
funding of numerous scholarships, providing suite tickets to concerts and sporting events to
underprivileged children and firefighters and tickets to the Olympics for individuals who
could not afford to attend them.
Hon. Kerry-Lynne Donna Findlay, PC
A distinguished and experienced lawyer, politician and community volunteer, Kerry-Lynne
is also the mother of four children. Kerry-Lynne received her law degree from U.B.C. in
1978 and received the highest honour available to a lawyer, designation as Queen’s Counsel
in 1999. She currently works for a major Vancouver law firm as Senior Counsel and Business Advisor and is a Certified Mediator for complex civil and family law disputes.
Kerry-Lynne has served for many years in the federal government. In 2013 she was appointed to the Privy Council by the Governor-General of Canada on the advice of the Prime Minister to the Minister of National Revenue Treasury Board: Economic Prosperity Cabinet
Committee. She has also worked for the Foreign Affairs and Security Cabinet Committee;
National Shipbuilding Procurement Strategy and CH-148 Cyclone helicopters delivery Ministerial Committee. Prior to this she was the Member of Parliament for Delta-Richmond
East.
Kerry-Lynne serves on the Advisory Board of the BC-India Business Network and the Delta
Little House Society . She has also served on the Canadian Bar Association BC Branch as
President, the National and BC Women Lawyers Forums, and worked with the Canadian
Chinese Benevolent Society, The Dance Centre and AIDS Vancouver as honorary counsel,
worked as a guest instructor for the Professional Legal Training Centre training articled students, served as a Canadian Bar Association board member, Science World board member
and several others.
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2017 New Knights and Dames
The Honourable Chief Justice Christopher Edward Hinkson
Mr. Justice Hinkson (Chris) was called to the Bar of British Columbia in 1976 and to the Bar of
the Yukon Territory in 1978. He was appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1990. In March 2007 he was
appointed to the Bench of the British Columbia Supreme Court and two years later also became a
Deputy Judge of the Yukon. A few short years later he rose to the Bench of the British Columbia
and Yukon Courts of Appeal. In 2013 he was appointed Chief Justice of the British Columbia Supreme Court. He now has the daunting task of managing 108 Supreme Court Judges and 13 Masters, all chosen in part for their ability to be independent decision makers. Mr. Justice Hinkson is
also a member of the Canadian Judicial Council.
As a Judge, he served on a multitude of committees including rulemaking in the Supreme Court
and Court of Appeal, the Education Committee, the Judicial Advisory Committee and the Court
of Appeal Library and currently serves on the Access to Justice Committee, Executive Committee, and Public Affairs Committee. He has also spent years in professional and civic activities
serving the faculty of law at UBC, the Law Society of British Columbia, the Inns of Court, and a
seemingly endless list of foundations, professorships, fellowships, boards, and advocacy training
to young lawyers.
However, there is more to Chris’s life than the law. He has given his time to scouting, the Faculty
of Medicine at UBC, the Pacific Spirit Partnership Society, and other worthy projects. Despite his
meteoric rise in his chosen profession and incredibly full schedule, Chris has found time for his
family. He was a devoted and loving husband to his wife of many years, the late Patricia Miller
and is the father of three children.

Douglas William Joseph Loughran
Doug is now enjoying a well-deserved retirement. Prior to taking time off he was the CEO of a
company that he developed from one location in Vancouver to 30 across Canada and 17 from
Hawaii to Indiana. His business was named one of the 50 Best Private Companies in Canada
(several times). Throughout his corporate life he was active in a leadership role as President of
the trade association, and held board positions on several companies.
In his private life, he and his wife Teri, have supported many charitable organizations particularly those dedicated to assisting disadvantaged youth to get off the streets and off drugs, as well as
programs that assist women in distress.
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2017 New Knights and Dames
The Honourable Judge William James Rodgers
Judge Rodgers (Bill) was called to the Ontario Bar in 1971 and to the Bar of British Columbia in 1997. He practiced civil litigation in Vancouver. In 1991 he was appointed a Judge of
the Provincial court of British Columbia. He presides in the Vancouver Region in the criminal, youth, family and civil divisions of the Court.
Bill has served as Council’s representative on the Hospital Board, Police Liaison Committee,
Emergency Preparedness Committee and the Greater Vancouver Parks Board. He was also a
Director of the BC Games Society in North Vancouver for the Winter Games and the Games
for Athletes With A Disability.
For 10 years Bill was a Civilian Instructor with 103 (Thunderbird) Squadron, Royal Canadian
Air Cadets in North Vancouver where he coached the Squadron’s Range Team and assisted
with the Advanced Survival Training Program.

Moyra Janine Van Nus
Moyra has spent her career in the charitable sector, and her private life engaging as a volunteer in the arts and international development. She currently serves as a Director of U.B.C.’s
Development and Alumni Engagement portfolio, leading the Regional and Global Development Program dedicated to the advancement of relationships and philanthropy in North America, Asia and Europe. Her work with donors contributed to the success of U.B.C.’s ‘Start an
Evolution” campaign which generated over $1.6B for priority initiatives and engaged over
50,000 alumni annually in the life of the university.
A graduate of U.B.C. in Economics, Moyra has served as Assistant Dean and Director, External Relations at the Sauder School of Business and Vice President Resource Development and
then Senior Policy Advisory at the Rick Hansen Institute and the Rick Hansen Foundation.
She was also the Vice President of Pacific Coast Public Television, the Canadian non-profit
associated with Public Broadcasting (PBS) in the United States.
Her more than twenty-five years in philanthropy have been complemented by her volunteer
roles in the community as Vice-Chair of Ryan’s Well Foundation providing access to safe
water in the lives of people in the developing world. Possessing a keen interest in the Arts,
Moyra has also served on the Boards of MusicFest Vancouver, Vancouver Early Music Society, and Canada’s award winning Elektra Women’s Choir.
Moyra’s greatest joy is connecting people who want to make a difference in the world with
each other and with the causes they are most passionate about.
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The 2017 Knights and Dames of the Vancouver Commandery.
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Aspirants and Guests Reception

Prior to the 2017 Investiture, a reception in honour of the new Aspirants and out of town
guests was hosted by Chevalier Peter R.B. Armstrong, KCSJ and Ms. Suvina Mah at the Fairmont Hotel in downtown Vancouver. The relaxed setting allowed Aspirants and guests to meet
and mingle prior to the Investiture the following day.
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The Vancouver Club Reception

A very special thank you to the Seaforth Highlanders of Canada Pipes and Drums under the
direction of Pipe Major, Master Warrant Officer Vern Kennedy, CD; with the kind permission
of Lt. Col. P.V. Ursich, CD, Commanding Officer, the Seaforth Highlanders of Canada.
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The Investiture Ceremony was followed by a reception and Gala Dinner at The Vancouver Club. The evening
was organized by Events and Social Chairs, Chevalier Mark Ballard, KGSJ, and Dame Jan Ballard, DSJ, and
their Committee. Chevalier Jim McGregor, KCSJ, was once again the Master of Ceremonies and we enjoyed an
evening of dancing and fellowship. We had a wonderful dinner and raised some much needed funds for our hospice programs. A special thanks goes out to all who put so much time and effort into preparing a wonderful weekend.

The evening’s events included special recognition for our Commandery
Administrative Assistant Gail Dunn for all her exceptional work on our
behalf. The Fund in Need initiative that evening raised $42,000.00 and
we thank you all for your support!
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MEMBER NEWS

Dame Wendy Lisogar Cocchia, DGSJ, Named Community Champion
as recipient of the YWCA Women of Distinction Award

Award winning entrepreneur and advocate for individuals with differing abilities, Wendy LisogarCocchia is a champion for providing inclusivity and support to those affected by Autism and related disorders. As a mom with a son who has Autism, she saw an essential need to create a charity that individuals and families can turn to for all levels of support. In 2007, Wendy co-founded the Pacific Autism
Family Network (PAFN) where she has broken down the barriers of access by collaborating with approximately 60 organizations to address the lifespan needs of individuals affected by Autism and related
disorders, all under one roof. In November 2016, the PAFN opened its first location - “GoodLife Family
Fitness Autism Hub” in Richmond and will open smaller satellites in other areas of BC in 2017.
Presentation of Medal of Merit
The Medal of Merit ( MMSJ) is awarded to recognize service
to the Sovereign Order and it’s communities. The Grand Master
authorizes the award upon nomination and approval by a particular Unit, Prior, Grand Prior, and Le Petit Conseil.
“For six years Chevalier William Clarke was the Lt. to the
Grand Commander for Finance. As such was responsible for
collecting data and presenting detailed consolidated financial
statements of all Priories and Commanderies in the Sovereign
Order at the 2010, 2012 and 2014 Sovereign Council meetings This was, and is, a challenging task. The Grand Commander thanked Chevalier William Clarke for undertaking this
“massive job.”
HE Conventual Bailiff Grand Counsellor,
David J.R. Petitpierre, GCSJ
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Report from Ontario Commandery

The Ontario Commandery was established in 2015. It is a small but growing Commandery committed to supporting palliative and hospice care in Ontario. In it’s first year the Commandery raised $38,000 and funded two
very worthwhile projects. A grant of $15,000 was given to the Good Neighbours Club of Toronto to fund a palliative outreach program for homeless men and women in Toronto. A second grant of $15,000 was given to the
Union Mission in Ottawa to help fund the expansion of their hospice for the homeless. The Ottawa Mission hospice is the only hospice in North America that provides hospice care for homeless.

Having depleted most of the funds raised in the first year, The Commandery has set 2 objectives for 2017: to
increase membership so as to expand our reach and fund development capacity, and second, to raise more funds
to continue to support palliative and hospice care initiatives in Ontario.
In Memorium

Dame Dewey Parker, DCSJ - 1946 - 2017
Dame Parker passed away peacefully at home on September 23rd surrounded by her loving family. She is
survived by Jonathan, her beloved husband of 49 years; her 3 children Andrew Parker (Anna), Elizabeth
Dobell (Peter), and Michael Parker (Jenny); her 6 grandchildren Aidan, Alexander, Sophia, Olivia, Isabella,
and Cooper; her siblings Vicki, Robert, and Mark; and many nieces and nephews. She will be remembered
for her incredible strength, irrepressible love of life and witty sense of humour that she carried with her until
the very end. She was dedicated to her charity work and served on the Board of Government House; she
was a past president and honourary member of The Garden Club of Vancouver and a member of the Sovereign Order of Saint John since 2006. It is through these affiliations that she made many lifelong friends.
Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated by Fr. John Horgan and eulogy by Dean Peter Elliott, Saturday,
October 21 at 12:30 p.m. at Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church, 1430 West 38th Avenue, Vancouver. In
lieu of flowers donations may be made to support the Leukemia/ BMT program at VGH & UBC Hospital
Foundation. Donate at vghfoundation.ca/ donate, at 604 875-4676 or by mail to VGH & UBC Hospital
Foundation.
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2017 AGM and Town Hall Meeting

The AGM/Town Hall meeting in April went very well. Combining the two events was efficient and we will
consider doing the same again next year. We may look to change the date as it is a busy time of year for other
engagements however we will need to keep within the month of April because of the date requirement to hold
the AGM after the year end. The Town Hall portion of the evening was incredibly informative and thought
provoking. Our Almoner, Chevalier David Hunt, was his usual jovial and upbeat self.
David gave an excellent power point presentation which was followed by a guest panel discussion. Our members left better informed about the issues that patients, family and health care providers face at end of life.
This evening also reinforced that the work we are doing in our community is extremely important and there is
much more to be done.
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Hospice News

Hospice Concert
A gentleman, Mr. Nelson Chey, came to the Commandery
office to make a significant donation to St. John Hospice as
his mother (who is 99) is in the hospice currently. Mr. Chey
represents English Concert Violinist Peter Fisher. Mr. Fisher
performed at the hospice for the residents. Thanks to Mr.
Chey who passed along photos from the performance.

“

From the Editor
I hope you enjoy this edition of our newsletter. Once again, I thank all those members who contributed articles or photos. Please remember, if you have a Commandery event or a personal special occasion, we would like to record it on these pages.
Please send any information to: Chevalier Jim McGregor - nine-1@telus.net or
Gail Dunn - Administrator - admin@sosjvancouver.org - (604) 682– 2938
Please visit our website: www.sosjvancouver.org
A special thank you to Dame Phyllis Grady and Noriko Tidball for their wonderful photos in this
issue.
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